
Spotlight:
Marianne (Marion)

Clemens
“May you live in
interesting times.”

~ Proverb (included in Al Simmons’
(the entertainer) book review for
Marianne Clemens’ first book.

OAK BANK,
MANITOBA



Finding your way in the world in
familiar surroundings is difficult
enough. But imagine growing up

in Nazi Germany and then moving to
Canada to start over!

Marianne is her real name, although
many in Oak Bank, Springfield,
Steinbach, Beausejour—the whole North
Eastman region—probably know her
better as Marion. She started going
by the pen name, Marion, once she
became a writer/reporter/journalist for
local newspapers and publications
starting in the early to mid 1970s. 

She lived on property near Oak
Bank until she was in a car acci-
dent and broke her leg in 2005
Shortly after, she moved into
Kin-Place in Oak Bank.
Diane Dumas, the Resource
Coordinator there, has this to
say: “I am so proud of her in
taking on a new career as a
novelist in her 8th decade.
In order to do it, she had to
retire as the long time “Coffee
Break” reporter in the Clipper.
She is now deciding on her new
path in life.”

Marianne’s goal is to reach 100
so she better think of something to
do, because that’s a long way to go.
Maybe she’d write a column for
Senior Scope? (wink wink)  (!!!!!!)

After nearly 40 years of writing for
others, Marianne did retire at the age
of 80 to chronicle her life story into
two books. They were accounts of her
life growing up under Nazi rule in
Germany, and of starting over in
Canada. The first was published in
2008 and was titled, A childhood lost
in war - Growing up under Nazi rule.
The second was published in 2009
and was titled, A Beautiful Life - A
journey of Love & Rebirth in Canada.

Marianne was born in 1927 and has
two younger sisters and a half-brother.
Her parents divorced when she was just
8 years old. After that, she lived mainly
with relatives, by choice. Later she lived
with her father and stepmother.

Marianne met Louise through her
work at Siemens company in Germany,
by telex, the precursor to the computer.
Marianne worked in Munich and Louise
worked at a branch in The Hague,

Holland. Marianne went to visit her
friend in Holland and fell in love with the
country. She then moved there. And
four years later, Marianne got the notion
to move again... to Canada! And Louise
too! Why not? Marianne’s long-time
boyfriend was trapped in East Germany
and didn’t dare escape, since his moth-
er was still alive and he feared for her
safety in this Communist governed part
of Germany. Louise’s marriage was
ending and her relationship with her
mother was never a close one,
deteriorating during the later years.

They sold all of their belongings in
Europe, and opted to pay for the trip
solely on their own. They could have
gotten everything paid for through
immigration if they agreed to sign a
two-year work contract with a family

as a live-in housekeeper/nanny, but that
seemed like such a long time to hold
back their dreams of starting a new life
on their own terms.

And, off they went. The two officially
became Canadian landed immigrants
on April 7, 1957. They landed on
Canadian soil in Toronto, Ontario, via
New York. It took only two days for
both of them to get jobs in Toronto.
Both spoke several languages and it
proved to be an advantage.

But that wasn’t the end of the road
for them. The climate in Toronto was
too humid and hot. They learned that
Manitoba had the most days of sun-
shine in a year in all of Canada. So
that was it. After a few months in
Toronto, they headed for Winnipeg.
In Marianne’s book, she laughs at
how, when looking at a map of
Canada, they thought of living in
Churchill and commuting to their
jobs in Winnipeg, thinking in
terms of Europe, forgetting how

vast Canada is.
Eventually they found property to

purchase about five miles north of
Oak Bank, near Birds Hill Park. Twenty
acres was theirs to build their lives on.
And they did. They tried several ventures,
many that were quite successful.
Challenging, yes, but rewarding.

They raised a variety of animals on
their hobby farm including several dogs,
horses, geese, rabbits and goats—at

one time having 72 of them. They sold
the milk and the young. This opened up
a door to start a petting zoo. Then came
the goat cart rides. They also opened
Marlo’s Coffee Shop on their premises.
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Marianne Clemens authored and published two
autobiographies – one of her life growing up in
Germany during WWII, A childhood lost in war -
Growing up under Nazi rule; the other, about her
life in Canada until present day titled, A Beautiful
Life - A journey of Love & Rebirth in Canada.
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Goat cart rides in front of Marlo’s
Coffee Shop.



The two women were quite diversified
in their endeavours. 

When Marlo’s Coffee Shop closed
its doors, Marlo’s Music Centre was in
the process of opening its doors in
1969 in the same building. It was a
musical instrument training facility and
Marianne taught the younger children
and then Louise took over from there.
Marianne played the drums and taught
them, as well, along with the saxophone,
flute, clarinet, banjo and bass guitar.
Louise taught all key instruments and
guitar—electric and acoustic. It took only
six months to have enough students for
both to teach six days a week. By 1972,
they reached their capacity of 120 stu-
dents. Several students even went on to
have their own bands.

Marlo’s Music Centre finally closed in
1997 but the memories and contribu-
tions to the community are everlasting.

Before Marlo’s Music Centre
opened, Louise had joined a band that
was looking for a piano player. But
Marianne got tired of sitting at home
when the band played for dances, so
she learned how to play the drums and
joined the band as well. 

And that is how their music centre
started. Both knew how to play their
instruments, but they had to learn the
procedure and protocol of teaching it.
The women always found a way to turn
their passions into dollars.

Marianne always wanted to be a
writer. In school, she loved writing
essays. Fiction was her favourite, and
she took a Correspondence Course
much later in life to brush up on her
non-fiction skills.

Marianne’s first job in the newspaper
business was with a German paper in
Winnipeg during the end of the ’50s.
She convinced the editor that she
would be a good proofreader, and
soon after, she was also covering
events and writing small articles.

When Marianne decided to pursue
a writing career, Marlo’s Music Centre
was just opening for business. She
approached the biggest newspaper in
the area—The Carillon–published by
Derksen Printers in Steinbach. There
were no openings. Then she tried
The Beaver in Beausejour, also published
by Derksen Printers. Again, no openings.
Then her innovative ideas and skills
kicked in and she created a column

called “Kaffeeklatsch”, German for
“Coffee Break.” It was designed to mimic
a friendly conversation among friends
and family over a cup of coffee and
‘Kuchen’ (cake). Still both papers had no
room for it, so Marianne approached the
Transcona News to pitch her idea. They
liked it and agreed to publish it, but there
was no budget to pay her for it. She
decided to go for it, anyways, as it would
be a great opportunity to launch her
writing career and get noticed. The
editor, however, did agree to pay her in
advertising which worked well to help
promote the new Marlo’s Music Centre
and their band, The Cosmopolitans,
named so for their vast and varied
repertoire of international songs.
Marianne played the drums while Louise
sang and played electric organ and
piano.She knew every tune that was ever
requested and this proved beneficial
when they played live on the televised
“Cosmopolitan Show” recorded at the
Greater Winnipeg CableVision studio in
the 70’s and 80’s. Before they called
their band The Cosmopolitans, they were
called the Alley Cats.

The weekly Cosmopolitan Show
materialized after Louise and Marianne
were asked to produce a short video to
promote the upcoming Hazelridge Fair
on Cablevision TV Channel 13. They
brought students from the Hazelridge
school down to the studio on Nairn
Street in Transcona, Winnipeg, and the
result was a success. The station
managers were so impressed that they
invited Louise and Marianne to
produce and perform a regular weekly
show. The rest is history. The show ran
for over 20 years ending in 1996.

Marianne’s first Kaffeeklatsch column
under the pen name, Marion Clemens,
hit the presses in the Transcona News.
She went on to write this column for
nearly 40 more years, in various local
papers, retiring in the fall of 2008.

Then one day, Marianne heard from
the Oakbank columnist for The Beaver
who was looking for a replacement so
she could move on. Marianne agreed
but decided she wanted to use her own
style and flare. For her first story, she
covered the Dugald Costume Museum’s
opening for the season. Her photo made
the front page proving that she had what
it takes to capture the essence of the
community in a way that the readers

could really relate to and appreciate.
Marianne, still writing under the pen
name, Marion, was a full-time reporter
and was getting paid accordingly, now,
as well. Her perseverance paid off, and
she credits the Higher Power above for
watching out for her.

When the Beausejour office closed,
all that remained was the Oakbank
column, then changed to the Oakbank-
Dugald column, and the Hazelridge
column, which now were published only
in the Carillon. Marianne was then report-
ing for all of Springfield covering Oak
Bank, Dugald, Anola, Hazelridge and
Cooks Creek. This lasted for eight years.

For the first 15 years of Marianne’s
writing career, it was a struggle as she
did not have a computer or a digital
camera. She was less than a half mile
away from getting the internet as well.
But she has no regrets. It became
easier in time as she advanced with
technology. The internet eventually
made it into her home.

Marianne has many fond memories
of her reporting career. In her second
book, she talks about the time she
covered  the Scouts’ Jamboree camp in
Birds Hill Park reporting on the games
and contests, and climbed one of the
high towers at age 68, after a little
coaxing, of course.

The farm had been a paradise for
both Marianne and Louise. They built it
up together. But then, Louise became
ill and passed away in 2002 leaving
Marianne to tend to their property
alone. Marianne quit all reporting but
continued writing her personal “Coffee
Break” column in the Clipper Weekly
until fall, 2008.

Although Marianne didn’t get to
volunteer in the community as she
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Louise on electric organ and piano, Marianne 
on drums on The Cosmopolitan Show.



planned after retiring, because she no
longer drove, she was recognized for
her contributions in other ways and
received the Queen’s Jubilee Award in
November, 2002, with three others in the
community. It was a real honour for her.

Not long after, about 2004,
Marianne suffered from congestive
heart failure and had to have open
heart surgery at the age of 77 to
replace her valve with an artificial one
and also to implant a pacemaker. She
developed a bacterial blood infection
within five months and that new valve
had to be replaced too. It was the first
time in history that it occurred, and
doctors told her at that time that if she
had the surgery she might not make it.
But if she didn’t have the surgery, she
wouldn’t make it for sure. She also has
had two hip replacements, one in 2006
and the other in 2007. Other than that,
she feels great. 

Marianne is grateful for the gifts she
received from God, and Canada is one
of them. And Canada is grateful for the
gifts of Marianne and her partner
Louise for all they contributed to our
Native land and to society.

They both proved that with hard
work, a sensible mind, faith in God and
believing in oneself, dreams can and
will come true.

February 12th is Marianne’s 83rd
Birthday. So, Happy Birthday,
Marianne... And Many More!

For those who have or had opinions and
prejudices of German people, you must read
her first book, A childhood lost in
war - Growing up under Nazi rule. It is a fas-
cinating and enlightening account of what it
was like to experience and pay the conse-
quences of Hitler’s rise and attempt
to conquer the world. The German citizens
were also victims although not to the extend
of so many others. Had they known of the
atrocities that were taking place as they
were happening, instead of after the war, the
outcome might have been a whole 
lot different.

Both of Marianne’s books are available in
Winnipeg at McNally Robinson’s at Grant
Park Mall, and in Oakbank at the Family
Fare Foods Store, and  the Country Town'N
Dollar Store/Postal Outlet. Also at Dugald
Convenience Store, and at the Settler's
Esso store and seasonal restaurant in Anola

“Let’s hope we can keep
our Canada a free country,

upholding the pride and
values of the pioneers who
built it and the veterans

that fought for it!”

~ Marion Clemens
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